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Review of 2008 and Outlook for 2009

This year was a transitional year, with Roumen Vesselinov leaving the manager position in August 2008 after being with us for almost 5 years.  Wilma Sims, a former Masters student in our department, was hired as our new manager in December 2008.  Since the Stat Lab functioned without a manager for almost the entire Fall semester, there were corresponding declines in our consulting activity.

We continued paid consulting arrangements with Jones Ecological Research Center (JERC) in Ichauway GA.  Collaborative research opportunities have led to a publication and opportunities for research and grant work continue to expand.   

We continued our consulting arrangement with DNR’s Freshwater Fisheries Research.  Through our contacts with Freshwater Fisheries, we also assisted the Marine Turtle Conservation Division in analyzing their aerial survey of loggerhead turtle nesting data.  

Other traditionally strong and challenging projects included the safety belt project with SC Department of Public Safety, SC Bar, and Turner Environmental Associates.  However, our continuing relationship with the department of Speech and Communication Disorders (COMD) came to an end this year.  Interactions with other COBRE researchers continue to be intermittent; we try to encourage interaction by being as responsive as possible when answering researcher’s requests.

The Stat Lab collaborated with Richland One School District to work with Cerissa Fulmer (MS 2003) on a study of the effectiveness of reading programs. In addition, the Stat Lab has entered into a retainer agreement with the SC Department of Mental Health that will extend into 2009.  This has been a welcome source of new funding for graduate student support.

We are assisting SC Department of Education with its TRIAAD program, which identifies problem areas on statewide education assessments (PACT) for learning-disabled students.  Much of our role involves conducting item analysis on standardized tests, and we are looking forward to collaborating with Brian Habing, Huynh Huynh, and Tammiee Dickenson on this project.

The Stat Lab supported 2 students this past year, which is up from 1.5 last year, and brings us back to our traditional level of support.  Though the barriers to grad student support and supervision continued this year, some of these barriers should ease next year (i.e., the director will spend less time supervising master’s students outside his lab duties).  So far, the Stat Lab has successfully weathered the downturn in the economy, though some traditional sources of client support, e.g. SCDNR, which is always disproportionately affected by state budget cuts, may be in doubt. 

Consulting
The number of individual clients/problems in 2008 was 123, an unusually low total because the Stat Lab Manager position was open for almost 4 months. Most of these clients were gratis clients but initial meetings with paid clients and continuing contacts with SCDNR were also included in this number for documentary purposes. Of these 123 clients, 30 (24.4%) were from the College of Arts and Sciences and 14 were from the College of Medicine.  We saw a steep decline in Masters students last year, with far more Doctoral students and faculty receiving consultation.  Some of the external clients were faculty/students, which accounts for the discrepancy between the totals for External clients in Table 1 and Table 2.

Table 1. Clients by Status

	Status
	Total
	Percent

	Doctoral
	39
	31.7

	Faculty
	37
	30.1

	External
	33
	26.8

	Masters
	7
	5.7

	Staff
	6
	4.9

	Undergrad
	1
	0.8

	Total
	123
	100.0


Table 2. Clients by College/Unit

	College/Unit
	Number
	Percent

	Arts & Science
	30
	24.4

	Business
	2
	1.6

	Education
	10
	8.1

	Engineering
	3
	2.4

	External
	42
	34.1

	Health Services
	1
	0.8

	Library and Information Science
	1
	0.8

	Mass Communications and Information Studies
	3
	2.4

	Medicine
	14
	11.4

	Music
	4
	3.3

	Nursing
	1
	0.8

	Pharmacy
	5
	4.1

	Public Health
	3
	2.4

	Social Work
	3
	2.4

	USC Visitors Center
	1
	0.8

	Total
	123
	100.0


Figure 1. StatLab Clients
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Figure 1 displays the number of clients served by the Stat Lab by year.  This year’s decline occurred largely because the Stat Lab Manager position was open for 4 months.

Funded Projects
During 2008, the Stat Lab was involved in 9 funded projects and 4 individual clients for a total of $123,596. 

Table 3

Sources of Income:  2007

	Funding
	2007

	COBRE
	35,000

	DNR
	9,900

	SC DMH
	13,000

	COMD
	6,000

	Safety Belt
	31,997

	Turner
	2,000

	SC Bar
	6,000

	Jones Eco Center
	6,750

	 COMD NIH
	3,500

	
	

	Individual Clients (4)
	5,720

	 
	

	Total
	123,596


Figure 2. External Funding

[image: image2.wmf]

[image: image3.wmf]Funding

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

Year

Thousands


Figure 2 displays the amount of external funding received by the Stat Lab by year.  The drop in the total funding in 2006-2007 is due to the drop in COBRE funding which fell from $82,000 in 2005 to $35,000 in 2006, as well as the discontinuation of the long-term SC-LSAMP project.
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